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ou don’t have to spend

amillion bucks to look

like a million bucks.

And if you doubt that

for a second, check out
the garden of Troy and Randi Rhone
in Mountain Brook, Alabama.

Pardon the pun, but the driving

impetus behind their reworking of
this landscape was figuring out how
to deal with the family’s cars. Parking
was impossible on the busy street out
front, so Troy designed a double-lane
semicircular drive that could accom-
modate four cars. This provides plenty
of space for guests to park, and hav-
ing two lanes allows other cars to
pass the parked cars. Gracefully
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curved brick edging retains a top
layer of brown pea gravel above a base
of crushed chert.

“The gravel gives you softening you
would never get from asphalt or con-
crete,” explains Troy, the owner of
Integrity Landscapes. “It feels like
part of the garden.” Plus, it drains
better to alleviate runoff issues.

No matter how great the gravel
works, however, no one wants to stare
at parked cars ringing the front of
the house. Troy addressed this by
creating a slightly raised island of
lawn in the center of the drive and
then adding a low boxwood hedge
toward the back of that as a backdrop
for a mixed flower border. The plant-
ing here does two things: It partially
screens parked cars from the street,
and it makes the 40-foot distance
from street to house seem longer,
increasing the seclusion and privacy.

‘Endless Summer*;
French hydrangeas: '
soften the formal
boxwood hedge.
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Closer to home, Troy gave the
house and front planting the ambi-
ence of a contemporary cottage. “I
wanted clean lines and a sophisticated,
comfortable style,” he says. A low
hedge consisting of clipped “Winter
Gem’ Korean boxwoods accented

with rounded American boxwoods
hides the cinder block foundation.
It also gives extra separation from
the street action.

Touches of color on either end
complement the evergreens. “Relax-
ing the lines a little with the ‘Endless
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Summer’ French hydrangeas on the
corners dresses up the house and
makes it look more upscale,” he notes.

The focus of the house is a stylish
window box anchored below the living
room window. “Adding the window
box goes back to my belief that the
garden and the house should be one,”
Troy observes. “It was a way to bring
the garden into the living room.

“I needed something for the eye to
focus on, and I couldn’t use the front
door because you can’t see the door
from the street,” he continues. “Plus,
the window box lifts your eyes, so
you won’t concentrate on cars in the
driveway.”

Troy and Randi’s cozy cottage
frequently finds itself on local home-
and-garden tours. It more than holds
its own against much bigger places.
“Visitors are surprised by how much
garden space you can create in a small
area,” remarks Troy. “They say, ‘Yours
is my favorite house on the tour,
because this is something I can do.””

An elegant gate
welcomes you into
the backyard.
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Troy combines cheerful colors, simple textures, and plants of various
heights fora greatlook that creates interest all season long.

‘Crystal Fairy'rose ‘Serena Purple’angelonia
Melampodium ‘Butterfly Deep Rose’ pentas
‘Techno Heat Light Blue'lobelia Shasta daisy

Lamb’s ears




